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was in vain, and they are nearly discouraged, and will not work if they think they will be likely toliave to leave their farms and crops after partially cultivating them ; arming them would be certain to produce that feeling. And if they do not raise grain and something to eat and feed this year there will be none left to protect, for all the country is totally exhausted, and it is nearly as essential to us, for we cannot penetrate to the interior unless they raise forage; for this reason I would not arm or make any ostensible preparations to arm the militia further than as hereinbefore suggested.
The shotgun would be the most available weapon for the purpose I speak of, but for the arming of any considerable number, as a regiment, would not be, as they (the militia) could be only used in defense, or for defensive operations, but would be unreliable for attack or pursuit. Excuse, general, the liberty I have taken in making these suggestions. I feel that they are somewhat advisory where perhaps my opinion is not desired, but they are only suggestions and no impertinence is intended. I am, general, very respectfully,
J. B. ROGERS,
Colonel, Commanding.
WARRENSBURG, Mo., June 8, 186-4—8.40 a. m.
Maj. 0. D. GREENE,
Assiskint Adjutant-General, Saint Louis, Mo.: Steamer Prairie Rose, at Waverly June 4, and Sunshine, at Wellington June 5, were fired upon by guerrillas.     No harm done. The bulwarks protect the pilots and engineers.
E. B. BROWN, Brigadier- Genera I.
WARRENSBURG, Mo., Jwne 8/1864:—-8 a. m.
Col. GEORGE H. HALL,
Sedalia, Mo. :
Send an officer with an escort to Bell Air, Cooper County, and organize the citizens as citizen guards. Instruct him to make work general in the county. E. H. Harris, Eli Wells, M. Peak, N. Henderson, have telegraphed me to have two companies now organized armed. Have it done if they are good men. The companies should be made from all good men who can be included under Orders, No. 13.
E. B. BROWN, Brigadier- General.
WARRENSBURG, Mo., June S, 1864—9 a. m..
Col. GEORGE H. HALL,
Sedalia, Mo.:
Arrange to have one company stationed at Marshall.   The company at Franklin Plummer's, at Fair Play School-House, Blackwater Township.    Citizen guards should be armed as soon as practicable.   • F                                                   E. B. BROWN,
Brigadier- General*ve cost, and to be able to patrol the swamps they would be more effective, as our horse could co-operate with them.
